
Family history document quiz
Take the family history challenge and see what you know...

BIRTH CERTIFICATE

1. Show how a birth certificate can help you fill in your family 
tree? Using this example birth certificate above, fill in the 
names for baby, father and mother on this mini family tree 
layout

   father				    mother

	                           baby

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

2. Look at this marriage certificate below and answer the 
following questions:

a) what does this certificate tell you about the ages of the 
bride and groom?.......................................................................
......................................................................................................

b) what are the fathers of the bride and groom called?
......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................

DOCUMENTS FOR BEGINNERS



DEATH CERTIFICATE
3. How old was this person when they died and what was their cause of death?
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

CENSUS

 4. Have a look at this page from the census and answer the questions below:
a) How many separate households can you see on this census page? ..................................................................................................
b) What is ‘Do’ an abbreviation of? ..........................................................................................................................................................

5. Name a website that you can find digitised collections of the censuses for England and Wales on (if you know more than 
one include it too): ......................................................................................................................................................................................

6. Which website is the official and cheapest one for ordering a birth, marriage or death certificate for England and Wales?
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................



1939 REGISTER

7. Take a look at this page from the 1939 Register and answer the questions to follow:

a) Why are some of the details officially closed?..........................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b) What is Rhoda Holliday’s birthday?........................................................................................................................................................... 

c) What was Gertrude Blyth’s occupation recorded as?
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) What does A.R.P. stand for?.......................................................................................................................................................................

e) Which website can you access the 1939 Register on?
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

DOCUMENTS: NEXT STEPS



MEDAL INDEX CARD
8. There aren’t many details on this medal index card, but 
there are some clues to be gleaned.

a) What world war does this medal index card relate to?
..........................................................................................................

b)  Which medals was this person eligible for?
..........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................

c)What date did they arrive in France?
..........................................................................................................

WILL
9. The handwriting of old wills can be a bit daunting at first glance, but you soon get your eye in.

a) What year does this will date from?..........................................................................................................................................................

b) What was the name of the person making the will?...............................................................................................................................

c) What is the reason for the horizonal dashes at the end of some of the lines? ...................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) How much money did he leave his nephew?............................................................................................................................................

e) What else did he leave his nephew? ..........................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) What did he leave to Joseph? ......................................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................


