
was aware that there were 
two “Robert Pead’s” in my 
family tree who were both 
found in the WW1 medal 

index cards on Ancestry.co.uk. 
One was in the London Regiment 
and the other in the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers (RWF) then later 
transferred to the Machine Gun 
Corps but with over four million 
soldier’s records destroyed by 
an air raid over London in 1940 
I was not surprised to fi nd both 
soldier’s service records were 
missing. 

I decided to write into FT “Your 
Q&A” explaining that whilst 
both Robert Pead’s were born in 
London only two years apart, one 
was my Great Grandfather and 
the other a very distant Cousin; 
the latter I suspected being the 
recipient of the gallantry medal 
bestowed directly by the King 
in 1917; yet the story about 
my Great Grandfather saving 
a wounded brother did come 
directly from his daughter, 
Florence. The question that 
needed to be answered was how 
to fi nd out which Robert Pead was 
in which regiment and why would 
the King present the Military 
Medal (one of over 115,000 
issued during the war) in Bristol 
to a ordinary infantry Sergeant 
called back from the front? 
FT military expert Simon Fowler 
provided a very good explanation 
on the criteria for awarding the 
M.M., plus that by 1917 war 
weariness had set in and an 

attempt was made to improve 
morale by temporarily returning 
cited recipients of gallantry 
awards back to Britain, when the 
Royal family would be trotted out 
for very large and well publicised 
special investiture events in 
different major cities. As for any 
further research Simon suggested 
the next step was for me to gleam 
what the 17th Battalion London 
Regiment’s war diary might 
reveal.

Pte Robert D. Pead, 
15th Battalion, Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers    

It was at this time that fellow 
FT reader, Graham Caldwell 
of Melbourne Australia, kindly 
contacted me after reading my 
letter and offered assistance in 
sorting out which Robert Pead 

was which and to see if any of 
my Great Grandfather’s brothers 
served in the same unit, claiming 
that WW1 military genealogy 
was his hobby. With my initial 
research notes and a big clue on 
my Grand Aunt Florence’s 1914 
birth certifi cate, which nicely 
added her father’s (serving) 
regimental number to his civil 
occupation, it was immediately 
confi rmed that Private 27361 
Robert Pead, my Great 
Grandfather, was actually in the 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers; therefore 
it must be Sergeant Robert Pead 
of the London Regiment (a distant 
family cousin) who received the 
Military Medal for a different act 
of bravery. 

I still wanted to know if it was 
possible that my Robert Pead had 
gone back for one of his brothers, 
but just not got a medal for it. 

Graham began by providing me 
with an amazing analysis that 
covered a wide spread of WW1 
records from many different 
sources that covered Robert, his 
two brother’s and two brothers- 
in-law who all served. 

Pte George H. 
Gladden, 
15th Battalion, Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers    

Alfred, Robert & Jack Pead 
and George Gladden enlisted 
together at Greys Inn London 
on 20 April 1915, into the Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers. Using a process 
of elimination, we found that only 
George Henry Gladden, who 
married Robert’s sister, Maud 
Pead in 1913, actually served 
abroad with Robert in the same 
battalion of the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers (RWF).  
They fi rst joined the 18th 
Battalion RWF and were then 
both posted overseas with the 
15th Battalion to the Western 
Front, disembarking on 2nd 
December 1915. All this was 
determined from their RWF medal 
index cards on Ancestry and the 
corresponding campaign medal 
rolls that often provide a soldier’s 
regimental battalion number not 
found on the medal index cards. 
These were only available at 
TNA, but Graham knew that these 
medal rolls have recently been 
digitised by Ancestry, but only 
accessed via the ‘Card Catalogue’ 
instead of the ‘Military’ section 
of the website. Graham also 
uncovered from Ancestry’s Silver 
War Badge records that George 
was discharged midway through 
the war for wounds in November 
1917, a new piece of family 
information that I was not aware 
of and which now started to make 
sense of the family story.

Graham had just heard about 
about a very new and unique 
resource for WW1 military 
history, the War Offi ce Casualty 
Lists on The Genealogist. These 
records index the images of the 
British newspaper and War Offi ce 
weekly lists. 

The index is quite easy to use, 
but  the names of the regiments 
haven’t been standardised, so 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers appears 
in full and as R. Welsh Fus. R. 
Welsh Fusiliers, 1st Bn., R. Welsh 
Fus. R.W Fusiliers & R.W.F. It 
would also be useful if you could 
fi lter by a timespan of months and 
order by date / regimental number. 
This would allow you to list the 
reported casualties for a particular 
regiment  in date order. You can 
then use that list to scrutinise your 
war diary to see if you can narrow 
down who was wounded when.

There were two entries for 
George, one from The Times on 
24th Jun 1916 reporting him as 
wounded and another two months 
later on 19th September 1916 as a 
Prisoner in German Hands. 

Obviously from this new 
information my Great Grandfather 
Robert Pead couldn’t have 
rescued his brother-in-law back 
to the British lines, but something 
must have occurred for the story 
to have passed down through 
the generations from Robert’s 
daughter. 

War Diary 
15th Battalion, Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers

It was now time to scrutinise the 
War Diary for the 15th Battalion 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers for the 
period of May – June 1916.
Working backwards in the war 
diary from 24th June 1916 there 
was very little action in the month 
of June, but I saw a number of 
entries mentioning the award of 
medals for bravery for trench 
raids during May. I decided to 
use a spreadsheet to transcribe 
the diary for May and June 
highlighting casualties, raids, 
medal awards and names. I was 
hoping to be able to match up 
casualties and deaths to action in 
the diary. Not an easy task as the 
casaulty lists don’t often mention 
the battalion of the solider. 

The diary entries for the 15th 
Battalion RWF for 1916 are 
very informative and include 
lots of names in them, plus the 
Operational Orders are extant and 

War Offi ce Weekly 
Casualty Lists 1914-1918

• www.genealogist.co.uk
• 1.3 million names
• Wounded & Missing
• Original images from the 

Times

Back Row: Alfred Durdant Pead, Robert Durdant Pead, George Henry Gladden
Front Row: Harry Reynolds (Uncle Bluff), Uncle Ted?, John Durdant Pead (Uncle Jack)

Brothers in Arms....
On the 9th of November 1917 the King held an investiture at Bristol 
and presented medals to over 100 soldiers, including the Military Medal 
to Sergeant Robert Pead, 17th Battalion The London Regiment. Could 
this be the Robert Pead who was my Great Grandfather, and whom my 
Great Aunt Florence Pead claimed went back to try and save one of his 
wounded brothers during the Great War ?

I



even have the names of offi cers 
and NCO’s leading the different 
raiding parties.

On 18th May medals were 
presented for a raid carried out on 
the night of 7th/8th May on the 
enemy trenches in the Laventie 
area, where this statement was 
found... 

Raided enemy trenches (Operation 
Order casualties attached) Raid 
11:30pm – 2:40 7/8/May (OO14).
 
The key here is (OO14) the 
Operation Order 14. These are 
often contained with the diary 
information as an appendix. 
The Operation Orders contain 
detailed information about what 
the objectives are, who’s in 
charge, deployment of men, what 
weapons are being used etc. In 
this case there are also some notes 
on what they learned from the 
raid and a narrative on the raid 
itself. The detailed information 
uncovered was fabulous because 
it describes in great detail what 
happened and when. It also has 
the names of the offi cers and 
Sergeants, what they were doing 
and what the enemy were doing. 

The withdrawal is described thus:-
“When the parties were reported 
out of the trench O.C Raid 
withdrew. Intense Machine Gun 
Fire from fl anks was opened 
on our men as they retired. 
Rifl e fi re was opened from a 
support trench. 2nd Lt H Taggart 
wounded in the back when moving 
towards the ditch. Capt. Owen 
carried him across the ditch 
and sent Sgt Jones forward for 
further assistance. Sgt Jones 
was wounded as he went away 
and fearing he would be cut off, 
was forced to abandon 2nd Lt 
Taggart, who seemed to have lost 
the use of his legs. Four search 

parties failed to locate 2nd Lt 
Taggart. 2nd Lt NO Jones (Noel 
Osbourne) Jones was seen to 
fall as he stood on the parapet 
directing the retirement of his 
party.”

The Operation Order also has a 
casualty list
• Captain G Owen slightly 

wounded (at duty)
• 2nd Lt NO Jones wounded & 

missing
• 2nd Lt H Taggart wounded (as 

he went away) & missing
• 2 OR Killed
• 1 OR Missing
• 8 OR Wounded ( 5 slightly)
• 1 OR Wounded ( at duty)

The “1 OR (Other Rank) Missing” 
surely this must be Private 27363 
George Henry Gladden

POW George Gladden
The newly issued WW1 POW 
records provided free on the 
recently launched website 
provided by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) hold information about 
POW’s treatment, recovery and 
incarceration. If George was a 
POW then there should be more 
details about what happened to 
him.

Deciphering the records is quite 

diffi cult and its worth taking 
some time to read some of the 
background to make proper sense 
of them. 

And of course just to add to it all 
they are written in German ! But 
I managed to have a reasonable 
stab at them using common sense 
and google translate. You can also 
try some of the german ancestry 
groups on facebook to help you 
translate them.

One key thing to understand is 
that the information was collated 
by the International Red Cross so 
there was a fair old time delay. 
The records sometimes have 
information about when soldiers 
were admitted, but most are lists 
sent to Berlin for collation and 
then sent on to the Red Cross 
in Geneva. All documents are 
stamped with the date in red to 
indicate when the Red Cross 
received them in Geneva.

The ICRC POW search found six 
different dated records for Private 
George Gladden RWF. 

George, reported by his unit as 
missing after a trench raid in the 
Laventie front line on 7th May 
1916, was found wounded by the 
enemy and after treatment at the 
German Field Hospitals based 
at Wavrin and Valenciennes, he 
was transferred to the Nuremberg 
Detention Camp as a POW on 
25 July 1916. The details include 
information about his injury, 
a gunshot wound described as 

“foreshortened right thigh” after 
treatment. By early 1917 the 
ICRC arranged for George to be 
interned in Switzerland due to his 
ill health and he was eventually 
repatriated back to England 
and discharged by the British 
authorities on 16 November 1917.

George was wounded, along 
with several offi cers during the 
raid. Four search parties made 
attempts to fi nd the missing 

men.  Whilst not mentioned by 
name, it is certainly possible 
that, Robert Pead, was 
in one of those search 
parties. In the telling 
over time the failed, yet 
very brave attempt, to 
rescue wounded George 
Gladden must have 
morphed into a tale of 
success, probably based 
on the fact that George 
was known to have 

returned safe and alive to England 
in 1917. 

Postscript 

When I contacted some of the 
descendants of George with 
respect to his WW1 activities, 
they told me that George had had 
some serious head wounds and 
wasn’t initially expected to be 
able to hold down a job. Other 
than to tell them that a German 
doctor saved his life he never 
mentioned what happened to him. 
He went on to run a successful 
Engineering Supplies business.

By Louise O’Connor
Additional research 
contributed by Graham 
Caldwell

Private George Henry Gladden

George Gladdens POW & Times Daily Casualty Records show :- 

21st Jun 1916 POW Artillery Field Hospital, Wavrin, France

24th Jun 1916 Times George Henry Gladden wounded

24th Jul 1916 POW Military Hospital, Valenciennes, France

25th Jul 1916 POW Arrived at Detention Camp, Nürnberg, he is shown as captured 
at Laventie.

(The RWF war diary shows that from Jan 1916 – June 1916 15Bn RWF were only in 
Laventie between 1 - 18th May 1916 & only 1 OR was reported as missing – so George 
must be the OR Missing from the raid)

26th Aug 1916 POW POW Hospital, Nüremberg, shown with a “Schussfrakt. 
r.Oberschenk.”  (Gun shot fracture. r.thigh)

19th Sep 1916 Times George Henry Gladden as POW previously reported missing

13th Dec 1916 POW z.Jntern.i.d.Schweiz / Res.Laz.Nurnberg (Interned in 
Switzerland / previous abode POW Hospital Nuremberg).

3rd Feb 1917 POW z.Jntern.i.d.Schweiz / Res.Laz.Nurnberg

1914-1918 Prisoners of the 
First World War
ICRC historical archives
• www.grandeguerre.icrc.org
• 5 million cards on 

prisoners
• 500,000 images of original 

records 

1914-1918 Prisoners of the First World War
ICRC historical archives - Useful reference sites 

• Making the most of the Red Cross prisoner of war records                                              
http://www.1914-1918.net/soldiers/icrc.html

• Glossary of Abbreviations & Acronyms used in the lists                                                  
http://grandeguerre.icrc.org/Content/help/glossary-en.pdf

• Overview of the First World War Archives of the ICRC 
     http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1ielq/                                    
     OverviewofaspectsofW/resources/

George Henry Gladden and his wife Maud (nee Pead) 


