PLAN YOUR PROJECT

YOU CAN DO IT!

Ways to write your
family history in
1,000 words

W

riting up our family
history is something
that many of mean to
do, but (for one reason
or another) we keep
putting it off. However with our
new challenge putting pen to paper
need no longer be daunting –
and can actually be fun and
extremely rewarding.
Have a go at writing your own
family history in exactly 1,000 words,
just like Susie Kearley (see page 54),
and follow our planning tips and
prompts below to get you started.
Good luck!

TRY OUR NEW
CHALLENGE!
Who are your readers?
Most likely these are going to be your
family, so don’t stand on ceremony
– just write as you wish, in your own
style and your own words.

How many words?
Setting yourself a precise word count
will really help you clarify what you
can and can’t include.
1,000 words is a useful amount,
giving you scope to be creative.
Shorter challenges (eg 500, 300 or
100 words) can be good for warm-up
exercises or if you’re short on time.

When are you going to be
finished by?
Set yourself a deadline to have
finished your first family story by.
There’s nothing like a goal!

What will you cover?
Are you, like Susie, going to cover
both your father’s and mother’s side
of the family tree? Alternatively you
could just concentrate on one branch,
a surname, or even just a single
ancestor.

Which bit of the family story are
you going to write up next?
Once you’ve done one 1,000-word
story, you’ve proved to yourself you
can do it! So ... which is the story
you’re going to write up next?

Get the free download with tips
on writing your family history
from the panel discussion
held at Family Tree Live,
11.30 on Saturday 27 April:
https://www.family-tree.
co.uk/ftre/show/family-treelive/lecture-handouts

Who?

Which?

What will
you write
about?

A mind map can be a really handy
way to jot down the thoughts you’d
like to cover in your writing
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How?

When?
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