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DNA Bootcamp 

With Michelle Leonard 

 

Welcome to the Family Tree DNA Bootcamp. We hope that you’ll find it a useful and rewarding 

learning experience. In the DNA Bootcamp you will be taught how to get more out of your DNA test 

results, gaining practical knowledge and strategies for analysing your DNA matches. We have 

provided some optional pre-course learning material, outlined below. 

 

In your DNA Bootcamp pre-course welcome pack you’ll find a selection of things that we hope you’ll 

find useful in expanding your DNA knowledge. 

• ‘Which test is right for you?’ – covering choosing between DNA testing companies. Article 

by Michelle Leonard, originally published in Family Tree February 2020. 

• ‘A family history guide to DNA testing companies’ – covering what each companies’ tests 

do for you? Article by Michelle Leonard, originally published in Family Tree November 2020. 

• ‘My DNA Glossary’ – the ‘My DNA Glossary’ has been provided as a blank template, for you 

to record words, phrases and acronyms, as you come across them in your DNA reading and 

research to aid your learning. (The template is provided in Excel and ready-to-print PDF 

format) 

• ISOGG – In addition to the files above, we recommend exploring the beginners’ section of 

the ISOGG wiki which is free to access at: 

https://isogg.org/wiki/Beginners'_guides_to_genetic_genealogy 

• Further reading – ‘Understanding the principles of DNA testing for genealogy’ and ‘atDNA 

tests’ chapters by Michelle Leonard in Tracing Your Ancestors Using DNA: A Guide for Family 

Historians (Pen & Sword, 2019, ISBN: 1526733099) 

 

As mentioned above, all the pre-course reading material is entirely optional. However, before 

starting the DNA Bootcamp, you will find it very useful to ensure that you understand the difference 

between Y-DNA tests, mtDNA tests and autosomal DNA tests. 

 

There will be plenty of time over the DNA Bootcamp to ask Michelle questions, try out the steps she 

recommends yourself with your DNA test results, and … to ask more questions. 

We very much look forward to the first session of the DNA Bootcamp with you, which will be on 

Thursday 4th February at 6.30pm GMT. 

Any queries in the meantime, please email helen.t@family-tree.co.uk 
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