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Jayne Shrimpton, Adèle Emm & Helen Tovey 

 

Accessing the 1921 Census 

At Findmypast:  

• Requires you to set up an account, but a subscription is not required. 

• You will need to pay to access the transcriptions (£2.50) and the original images (£3.50). 

• These charges apply to subscribers and non-subscribers, however Pro Subscribers do receive 

a 10% discount off the charges. 

The census may also be accessed free of charge at three archive hubs: The National Archives, Kew; 

the National Library of Wales, and Manchester Central Library, supported by the Manchester and 

Lancashire Family History Society and the Archives+ Team. 

 

Tips from Jen Baldwin’s 1921 census guide 

 

1. From the basic search bar note that you are entering their ‘Birth year’, but for ‘Where’ you 

are entering the location that you expect them to be in the 1920s (not their birth place). 

Remember to explore ‘Find an address’ and ‘advanced search’. 

2. The transcript includes all the fields on the original census expect for the tally of children (on 

the far right of the form) and the number of rooms (recorded on the bottom left-hand side 

of the form). 

 



3. Play with the filters found via the Browse links to help you search more effectively. The 

terms in the filters have been built based on details that the transcribers have found in the 

course of creating the transcriptions. 

 
4. Be sure to explore the ‘Extra materials’ (these items are included in your purchase of a 

census image). This includes maps, plans of division, the front of the census book, and the 

front and back of the census form. The front of the census form is where you are most likely 

to find the address and it is usually the image subsequent to the household image. The 

address is also included in the transcriptions. 

5. TIP: if the full address is not provided (e.g. county omitted from the original) use the census 

codes to verify further location details. https://www.findmypast.com/articles/world-

records/1921-census---schedule-type-codes 

 

 

1921 Census codes information 

Jen Baldwin: 

• Occupation codes (in green) can be found here: 

https://www.findmypast.com/articles/world-records/1921-census---occupation-codes 

• Also available is the full list of schedule type codes: 

https://www.findmypast.com/articles/world-records/1921-census---schedule-type-codes 

 

John Hanson: 

• The link to Peter Christian’s 1921 Census codes web page: http://doot.spub.co.uk/ 

 

Background information  

The 1921 Census Conference hub page for the programme and the recording: 

https://www.family-tree.co.uk/information/census-conf4567821a? 

 

A Vision of Britain provides access to the General Report of the 1921 Census for England and Wales, 

with key topics and tables usefully bookmarked: 

https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/census/report/EW1921GEN 

 

Hansard: 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/#EndDate 
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Questions  

We have included just a few of the questions from the webinar – those for which the answers will 

need to be widely known. 

1. How do I find the address for my ancestor on the 1921 Census? 

If you buy a transcription the address will be included in the transcription. 

If you buy an image look at the ‘Extra materials’ and the address will be included on the next 

census image (usually the page after your household form image) and is included in your 

purchase of the household form image. 

2. What does the figure relating to the number of rooms refer to? (i.e. in instances of multiple 

occupancy, is it the number of rooms in the entire property, or the number of rooms occupied 

by that household?). 

The number of rooms refers to number of rooms per household. And if the property was 

one of multiple occupancy then any shared rooms would be apportioned in the number. The 

rooms that were counted included: living rooms, including bedrooms and kitchens; but 

excluding sculleries, landings, lobbies, closets, bathrooms, warehouse, office or shop. The 

term scullery is ambiguous. From the enumerator’s point of view: if meals were eaten there, 

they were included, if a scullery was solely a place of food preparation and household tasks 

they were not included (Deborah Sugg Ryan). 

3. What pages are included when you buy an image? 

Cover of census book, front of census form, back of census form, maps and plans of division. 

4. What is included when you buy a transcription? 

A transcription of all the fields for your ancestor and of the other people in the household. 

The number of rooms and the column details for numbers of children 15 and under are not 

transcribed. 

5. Do you definitely have to buy both an image and a transcription? 

You can choose to buy one or other, or buy both. 

6. What's the best way to report/correct errors of transcription or indexing? 

At the top of the transcription page, select ‘More actions’ and choose ‘Report an error’ from 

the drop-down menu. 

7. When will the next Irish census be released? Also, what about the Scottish census? 

The next census for Ireland is the 1926, due to be released in the coming years. For Scotland 

it is the 1921 Census, due to be released later this year. 

 

Wider Contextual Insights/Leads/Recommended Reads 

 

Deborah Sugg Ryan: 

• The best source for interiors is the Museum of Domestic Design and Architecture 

https://moda.mdx.ac.uk 

• For more on buildings, dwellings rooms & families 

https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/census/EW1921GEN/4 

• Deirdre Beddoe: Back to Home & Duty - about women between the wars 

 

Nick Barratt: 

https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/census/EW1921GEN/4


Newspapers - especially the links between the local papers and the growing popular press - a great 

source not just for family history, but the wider social context and 'pattern of life'. I'd also suggest 

the British Library sound archive, including some of the early radio shows - they really bring the 

period to life 

 

Jayne Shrimpton: 

• Anna Hope, Wake 

• Judith Walkowitz, Nights Out: Life in Cosmopolitan London 

 

Adèle Emm: 

For industrial/business information ‘a curate’s egg’: https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Main_Page 

 

Jen Baldwin: 

Contextual academic online archive of articles: https://www.jstor.org/ 

 

Catharine Perry: 

R F Delderfield, The Dreaming Suburb and The Avenue goes to War - south London street, 1919-1945 

 

Evelyn Page: 

Lee Jackson, Dirty Old London 

 

Susan Wight: 

Ken Follett, Fall of Giants 

 

Dates: 

Irish War of Independence January 1919-July 1921 

Irish Civil War June 1922-May 1923 (Jill Williams) 

 

 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Main_Page

