
Paper selection
What is the best paper to use for oil pastels?

The advantage of oil pastels is that they are wax-based and can 
be used on many di� erent surfaces without prior preparation (unlike oil 
sticks which are made with a drying oil). There are several types of papers you 
could use, and your choice will depend on the work you are making. A hot-pressed 
watercolour paper is great for � ne detail and smooth blending, whereas 
rough watercolour paper will give you a textured surface, which is suitable for bold, 
expressive work. Watercolour paper is also a good choice if you want to take 
advantage of oil pastel’s water-resistant properties by putting washes of watercolour 
paint underneath, or on top of, your oil pastel work for interesting resist techniques. 

Pastel papers are made particularly with soft pastels in mind, as their toothy surface 
provides good adhesion for the chalky pastel pigment, however you can also use them 
for oil pastels. There are a wide variety of textures available, from velvety velour paper, 
to sanded pastel paper which has a gritty surface comparable to sandpaper. 
Generally, the smoother the paper the easier it will be to blend your oil pastels, 
while a gritty paper will increase adhesion to the surface, making your colours 
bolder and brighter. As well as di� erent textures, pastel paper is also available in 
a wide range of colours. If you usually start from a white background, consider trying 
coloured paper to change the colour dynamics within your work. 

If you use turpentine to blend your oil pastels, make sure that the support you 
are using is suitable; you could use an oil paper, which is prepared speci� cally for 
use with oil-based materials, or you could try universally primed canvas which is 
available stretched, in a pad, or mounted onto board. The texture of canvas 
will give your work a painterly e� ect. 

Got an art question you need answered? Need help or advice for a speci� c product, 
technique or medium? We want to hear from you...

 Go to Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter or Instagram, type in your question followed 
by the unique #AskJacksons then check out both Leisure Painter and � e Artist

to see which questions have been answered by the Jacksons experts. 
To see more go to www.painters-online.co.uk/techniques-and-tips/askjacksons.htm
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you don’t need to be limited to working on paper, 
watercolour ground is an acrylic primer that is 

designed to be absorbent enough for watercolour“ ”Eco-conscious cleaning
What is the best and cleanest way of disposing 
of dirty turps used for cleaning brushes?

Turpentine, like all artists’ solvents, should never be 
poured down the sink. We recommend using an airtight 
metal brush washer to store your turpentine for brush 
cleaning. After use, the paint residue will sink to the 
bottom of the brush washer, so you can carefully pour 
o�  the clean turpentine to use again and wipe out the 
remaining paint residue with a paper towel; this can be 
disposed of with your household rubbish. This allows you 
to conserve your turpentine for as long as possible, rather 
than throwing it away. Should you need to dispose of 
liquid solvents, contact your local council to � nd out how 
best to dispose of hazardous waste in your area.

The advantage of oil pastels is that they are wax-based and can 
be used on many di� erent surfaces without prior preparation (unlike oil 
sticks which are made with a drying oil). There are several types of papers you 
could use, and your choice will depend on the work you are making. A hot-pressed 
watercolour paper is great for � ne detail and smooth blending, whereas 

Large-scale watercolour options
I would like to paint watercolours on bigger than 
510x380mm. How do I go about it considering this is the 
biggest pad and I can’t � nd boards big enough to stretch any 
paper bigger than this? Do I need to always stretch my paper?

Most watercolour papers are available in sheets measuring 
up to 30 x 22 in for Imperial sheets and A1 sheets measuring 
84.1 x 59.4 cm. We sell drawing boards that will � t both sizes. 
Watercolour paper that is 300gsm or under is highly likely to 
buckle and should be stretched. However, if you don’t want 
to stretch your paper you can use a heavier weight paper that 
is more resistant to cockling. If you don’t use much water in 
your work, then 425gsm paper should work well for you. 
For more watery applications, 640 gsm paper is best.

Bear in mind that you don’t need to be limited to working 
on paper; watercolour ground is an acrylic primer that is 
designed to be absorbent enough for watercolour and can 
be applied to a wooden panel or a canvas to make a sturdier 
alternative to watercolour paper. If you particularly like 
the texture of watercolour paper then you could consider 
watercolour board, which is watercolour paper adhered to 
board. They are available in a range of sizes and eliminate 
the need to stretch your paper.
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