
INTERMEDIATE/
ADVANCED

Written in 1905, the Sonatine counts as a relatively early completed and published 
work by a composer who never relaxed a fastidious approach to his craft, and 
whose language strikes a fine balance between the shimmer of Impressionism and 
the rhythmic verve and clarity of French Baroque composers such as Couperin. 

Playing tips: This movement – indeed the entire Sonatine – should have a 
Baroque feel to it. Start off calmly, bearing in mind the elegant bearing of a 
minuet, always in strict time, and take note that the first 12 bars should be 
repeated. Ravel has carefully marked tempo changes throughout such as ‘sans 
ralentir’ (‘without slowing down’) at bar 52. Resist the temptation to slow down: 

a seamless entry is needed into the return of the melody. The opening returns at 
bar 55, but this time there are subtle deviations in harmony. From bar 65, the 
music drifts away (‘a little slower than at the start’, says Ravel). The LH plays no 
less important a part, and occasionally takes over the argument of the piece (such 
as in bar 27). Fingering is not included, but the hands fit well over the keys and 
it shouldn’t be hard to decide on a fingering that suits your hands: pencil it into 
the score so that you can stick to it. 

Pedal tips: See our suggested markings. 

Maurice RAVEL (1875-1937)
Minuet from Sonatine
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