
INTERMEDIATE/
ADVANCED

It is the Op 17 mazurkas of 1833, while Chopin was a Parisian celebrity, that 
establish a new model which would influence composers for generations to 
come, in marrying elements of folk music with sophisticated devices of art 
music: a refined nationalism that would find its home in both salons and 
concert-halls across Europe.

Playing tips: This is a slow mazurka with a sad lilt to it. Take time over 
some of the RH melody notes such as the accented D at the start of bar 
2. Bars 5-6 need a light touch; bear in mind that Chopin’s rubato always 

requires a steady pulse in the LH. Even the most florid phrases (at points 
such as bar 23) require melodically sensitive shaping. The middle section 
(bars 25-53) should press on a little, with a mazurka-style accent on the 
third beat of the bar (notice the accents). 

Pedal tips: Observe the markings on the score. Chopin’s music does 
require subtle pedalling (with half pedalling/flutter pedalling); your ears 
are your best judge. 

Frédéric CHOPIN (1810-1849)
Mazurka Op 17 No 2
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