
ADVANCEDLouis Moreau GOTTSCHALK (1829-1869)
The Dying Poet op 110

Gottschalk’s compositions stand out as something spicy in the mostly 
bland dish that was American music in the mid 19th century. It has a touch 
of ragtime, a dollop of the West Indies, a hint of Latin and a splash of  
Chopin. Gottschalk, a sophisticated virtuoso, was a showman and well 
understood that his audiences were suckers for sentimentality – as this pie-
ce from 1863 makes abundantly clear.

Playing tips: This is a long piece, so learn it in sections. It’s easy to see 
where the sections begin and end. The first three pages are in the same 
style, with a totally new section requiring new techniques at bar 64. In the 

first section, start by practising the LH on its own, very slowly, so that you 
get familiar with the leap from the bass note to the two chords. In the 
second section (from bar 64), the RH has repeated semiquaver notes. Keep 
the wrist relaxed – think of a bouncing ball. The third section (from bar 
80) is a combination of the two previous sections (LH is similar to first sec-
tion; RH similar to the second). This piece is incredibly romantic, a joy to 
play and easier to learn than it may seem at first! Pedal tips: Follow the mar-
kings in the score. As you move through the piece, where the notation 
becomes more dense, you will find half-pedalling will help. 
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