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Sergei RACHMANINOV (1873-1943)
Elégie, No 1 from Morceaux de fantaisie op 3

From youth in artistocratic Russia to fleeing the revolution, from uneasy

perches in European capitals to his last days in Beverly Hills, Sergei

Rachmaninov led a life that was nothing if not dramatic. The Elégie is an

carly work (1892) from the great pianist-composer, the first of the five

Morceaux de fantaisie. It is worth seeking out the recording of the piano roll

of Rachmaninov himself playing this piece. For those players with hands on

Moderato

ADVANCED

the smaller side, the LH is going to be challenging here. Luckily, you are able
to divide the LH line between the hands, so do experiment with that. Being
an advanced-level work, it would be advisable to seek advice from a teacher.

That said, is is a heartbreakingly gorgeous piece to play, so it’s worth the hard

work — even if you go it alone.
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