
Erik SATIE (1866-1925)
Gnossienne No 5

INTERMEDIATE

‘Gnossienne’ is a musical form created by the brilliant and eccentric 
French composer Erik Satie, who wrote six of them for solo piano. This 
fifth Gnossienne was composed around 1889, but not published until 
1968, along with Nos 4 and 6. Playing tips: The pulse is crucial in this 
piece, and it is controlled by the LH. Make sure you learn the LH notes 
well and that you keep the quavers steady – like a heartbeat. Within the 
pulse, the RH can be a little bit more flexible (with subtle rubatos here and 

there). We suggested learning hands separately, always bearing in mind the 
pulse. The RH obviously needs more work, but the notes sit well under 
the hands, and we have added some fingerings to guide you. There are 
many scale passages – it will make sense where you need to pass the hand 
over the thumb. 

Pedal tips: Ample pedal is required, to create the desired ‘wash of colour’ 
sound. Change on every beat (hence, two changes per bar). 
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