
INTERMEDIATEPyotr Ilyich TCHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893)
Mazurka, No 10 from Album for the Young op 39

Tchaikovsky’s Album for the Young, dating from 1878 and dedicated to his seven-
year-old nephew Bob Davidov, does what it says on the tin: it’s a collection of 
24 pieces written for children to play, unlike Schumann’s similarly titled yet 
more challenging Album for the Young. This folk-inspired D minor dance is a real 
audience pleaser.  
Playing tips: The LH follows a pattern throughout. Aim for a slight emphasis on 
the third beat (notice how the pedal helps). Also make sure that the hand comes 
off the keys for the middle crotchet rest – this is where you have time to place 

the hand over the following chord. The RH needs a playful lilt to it, making the 
emphasis on the minim. Practise the RH on its own, as the rhythm might feel 
awkward at first (especially as it’s different from the LH). There is a sweet middle 
section (bars 19-34), using similar material, but developing it slightly, leading 
back to the opening melody at bar 35. Fade off into the distance at the end, but 
don’t slow down!  
Pedal tips: Notice here how the pedal is marked on the third beat. This will give 
that nice third-beat emphasis. 
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