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Why Blades East and Blades?

e Blades were security printers of postage and revenue stamps of my
favourite country : North Borneo.

e Blades were domiciled in Abchurch Lane for over one hundred years
* William Blades (1824 -1890) was an important bibliophile
* Sir George Rowland Blades was Lord Mayor of London in 1926

* By knowledge of where we are we become part of the cultural scene
in the City which was much less obvious in Devonshire Place.



11 Abchurch Lane
Blades, East & Blades

Photograph taken from
King William Street
looking West.

Photo courtesy of
Chris King RDP Hon. FRPSL
also from St. Brides Library




A view down Abchurch Lane in ¢.1900

At the end of the lane can be seen

Edward Hemming & Co. hosiers at 133
Cannon Street.

No 15 was occupied in 1843 by:
John Atkinson & Son, Cuppers.

The Gresham Club opened their new
premises in 1915 at no 15

In 1936 Perkins Bacon had an office at 22
Abchurch Lane.
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Five Pounds Promissory note drawn on The Salop & North Wales Bank
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1831
Imprint of
Robson, Blades & Co.
11 Abchurch Lane, London.
On a £5 note of ;
Salop & North Wales Bank FESEH
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Government Tax on Promissory Notes : A Congreve Mark

King William on a Tax receipt for One shilling and three pence.
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LEONARD STREET 1893

i

After the fire at Appold Street the
Leonard Street works was occupied for
48 years.

LEONARD SI' 1941 During Fire(Enemy Action)






North Borneo 1883 high values for overseas mail |

|38 8 cents [BY)

Unique
proofs in
swapped

colours.
Ex Dr F.E. Wood.




Lithographic proofs of 1883-6
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The above proof in violet was prepared by Blades
before orders were received in order to avoid delay
in delivery when orders did arrive.

Orders for the $2, 25c and 12c never did!

The BRITISH NORTH BORNEO issue of 1886-7



The finished sheet
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North Borneo 1886 8 cents Perf 14.






The Postage & Revenue issue of 1888-92

The black proof sheet is of eight values and is printed
directly from the engraved dies in intaglio. The orange proof
sheet omits the 5 Cents value which was issued later.
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1894 British North Borneo TEN DOLLARS

A lithographed sheet of 20
showing the damage on stamp 6
to read TEN DOLLAPS

e
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One of Blades spectacular stamps
but with a transfer fault
on the first printing.
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Bengal Ice Manufacturing Company Limited
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These stamps were found in a box at the St
Brides Foundation Library and assuming that
their provenance is correct are the only other
stamps known to have been printed by Blades
other than North Borneo.




Bank Notes of the British North Borneo
Company 1895 /1922

V¥ Five Dollars 1922 —finely engraved.

A Twenty Five Cents
= ; 1895 — hand signed, one
5 of the earliest notes.
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Blades, €ast & Blades,

@& 93 ABCHURCH LANE, & LEONARD STREET; FINSBURY, E.C.
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Two images courtesy of Mark Bailey FRPSL

BLADES, EAST & BLADES

LIMITED
Established over a Century

Producers of High-Grade Printing by Letterpress,
Lithographic & Photogravure Processes

ENGRAVERS AND PRINTERS OF
BANKERS' CHEQUES, BONDS,
CERTIFICATES, AND GENERAL
STATIONERY BY EXPERT CRAFTSMEN

City Offices : Works :

17 & 23, ABCHURCH LANE, LEONARD STREET,
LONDON, “E:C4 FINSBURY, LONDON, E.C.2

Telephone : Telephone :
MANSION HOUSE 4366 (10 lines) CLERKENWELL 1020 (10 lines)



Blades lifeblood —
cheque printing.

0. 30276

S N° 471047 e o
Lloyds Bank LimitegAR)
&y Wimbledon Branch. oY

(10, Wimbledon Hill Road, SW.19)

76, WESTOW HILL.
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A cheque printed
by Blades in
DOUBLE
PROTECTIVE

\ OLD BANK
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A patented ink used to protect fiscal documents from
fraudulent cleaning of the writing for clandestine purposes.

Hean Orrrcx, S30.Comymne, Lospox




The Grasshopper

A A Martin’s Bank cheque of 1904
shows the Grasshopper.
» This golden version on
68 Lombard Street opposite
the Royal Exchange

Martin’s Bank was established at the
Grasshopper Tavern, which took its
name from Sir Thomas Gresham’s
personal emblem.

The Gresham Family Arms with the Grasshopper is incorporated into the
stone work of our RPSL premises, built for The Gresham Club in 1915. P>




William Blades — Apprentice 1840 — Proprietor until 1890

ON THE PRESENT ASPECT OF
THE QUESTION, WHO WAS THE
INVENTOR OF PRINTING?*

Iy | has occurred to me that, as a Posthumous Medallion
f# *j\' great deal has been written since £ lohn Davies FRPSL
90| the year 1870 upon the Origin el = AR RS

of Printing, and that as the whole subject
is upon a much more definite foundation
than it was twenty years ago, it would not
be uninteresting to those, whose profes-
sion is to deal scientifically with volumes
of all ages, to discuss the latest views as
to the genesis of the printed book.

Next to religion, there is perhaps no
subject that has excited more personal
animosity and hatred than this—Who
invented movable types? The seeds of

* A Paper read at the meeting of the Library

Association of the United Kingdom, at Birming-
ham, September 20-23, 1887.

A terracotta cast plaque over the door of the Blades
Library at St Brides Foundation, Fleet Street.

William Caxton 1476 10 i



1877 Lord Mayor’s Banquet ticket & description
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1897
Another
‘Patriotic’
invitation

Only the Union Flag is
upside down!

Bt P MESENT v som METHISORITAS V) D00
ws LoADY

"astat e e

')

LLANOYTINY

“tare -’. e Pvnpony W

0‘".- 'ﬁl'u oL (.0 e R A% it A MM

| wpee ey ‘QM'U ‘”.

_—a T

— ttwi\\"'ﬂ-‘

"‘"'T’

' - br-‘..-. Trwmwa

L o

""".
“.'/-.’—r.




The Jubilee
Invitation one of
Blades’ most
famous.
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Letter from George Rowland Blades
later Sir Rowland, Lord Ebbisham.
Lord Mayor of London 1926

'*\Ah" Cast S “J“‘r‘
Laca » Primrew

Vauk Noves, Ghogues & Vonde

Note the black mourning
edge to the letter dated
13t August 1910.
Was this for the Late King
deceased 6™ May 1910 ?




1913 A more modest Banquet ticket
but showing the heraldry and symbolism as before.

7 Banquet at Suildfall

ON MONDAY, 107 NOVEMBER 1913,
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LIEUT-COL. JOHN HUMPHERY, ALDERMAN, | SHERIFFS

FREDERIC GEORGE PAINTER, ESQ.pepuTY. |




Blades Post Cards for North Borneo 1887-9

V¥ The new card with POSTAGE only: this one in trial pink

CANCELLED and sold along with all other printer’s waste

material from Blades which the North Borneo Company
demanded and sold. - A lot to Oswald Marsh.

A The first card modelled on the Postage and
Revenue stamps.

Realising that the card would not be used for

revenue the design was changed before issue.



A Blades Post Card for local use ONE CENT but "postace” without scrolls.

30t September 1889
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Six cents Postal Stationery card border printed in black on green card to
determine the exact size of card.

Ll -

This border was first designed and printed for the One Cent card of 1889 and subsequently
used for all cards until the 8B cent when the corners were replaced with 8's which were often
inverted or reversed.



Completed Six Cents Postal Stationery card die proof
printed intaglio on green card.
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Die proof in black

s B
g8 on thin card with

o three-hole

THE ADDR!SS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SI1DL " m. x‘“

security punch.

Note the 8's in
each corner




Now we know!

The 1889 3 Cents postal Stationery
card proof with
Blades, East & Blades,
Imprint. 4

gﬂzS;‘I’ CARD

FHE ADDHESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN

ON THIS 51D

The only known use of Blades imprint on | ;
any philatelic item. J |
Presumably omitted on the advice of the | B
British North Borneo Company
| wonder WHY ?
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Blndt'b F.ast & Blndcs Loudon



Blades East &

Blades location for
100 vears Than k.s for
watching, |

The Royal Philatelic

Society London hope you
15 Abchurch Lane found it
Eéjlf\‘ld;B”W interesting,
| did |
Our home for 100

years ? — | hope so.




