
2. Paper Duty

Paper was taxed from 1712, enacted by 10 Anne c19. Initially individual papermakers were responsible for marking their 
own paper but, from 1820, large labels produced by the Congreve compound plate printing process were introduced. 
Four designs were used between 1820 and the repeal of the tax in 1861.

The first was only produced at the Excise Printing Establishment in Broad Street, London and is thus excluded from this 
exhibit as there was no involvement by Perkins Bacon. The second and third designs (from 1839 and 1848 respectively) 
were printed during the period when production was transitioning from the Excise to Perkins Bacon. The archives do not 
provide an absolute answer to which printer produced these labels, but it is accepted that the bulk of the second issue were 
printed at the Excise Office and that the bulk of the third design was produced by Perkins Bacon. All of the fourth series 
was printed by Perkins Bacon from 1856 onwards. For this exhibit, only the final two printings are included.

The compound plate technique allows each stamp to be printed in two different colours. The background was always 
in black, but the complementing colour was red for stamps to be used in England and Wales, blue for Scotland and 
green for Ireland.

Perkins Bacon Plate Production
Part of the deal awarding the contract to Perkins Bacon was that they would engrave new plates when necessary.  
Research in the Perkins Bacon archive has uncovered the date of the engraving as 9 Jul 1846.

Plate Numbers
A feature of the fourth design is that a small plate number is included in the panel that 
includes the large text PAPER LABEL. Plates 1, 3, 5 and 7 have the number below the 
final L of LABEL, whereas Plates 2, 4, 6 & 8 have the number above the first P of PAPER.

Rate of Excise Duty
From 1836, all paper was taxed at a rate of 1½d per pound weight. This was increased by 
5% in 1840, after which it remained fixed until the duty was repealed in 1861.

Perkins Bacon Engraving 
Book entries from 1846 
relating to the third design. 
Extracted from the records held 
by The Museum of Philatelic 
History at the Royal Philatelic 
Society London.

Plate No. 2 from the 
fourth design (200%)
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1848 Third Design - England and Wales

Black background with red detail indicates use within England and Wales.
Used 9 Mar 1858 
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1848 Third Design - Scotland
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1856 Fourth Design - England and Wales

Black background with red detail indicates use within England and Wales. Plate 2. Used 12 Nov 1860 
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1856 Fourth Design - Scotland

Black background with blue detail shows use in Scotland. Plate 5. Used 3 Dec 1860 



STAMPSInvited display
Summer of

QUICK LINKS
Next Section

Previous Section
Back to Display Index

https://azure.wgp-cdn.co.uk/app-stamp-collector/posts/GBPBRevenues-LifePolicy.pdf
https://azure.wgp-cdn.co.uk/app-stamp-collector/posts/GBPBRevenues-Cards.pdf
https://www.allaboutstamps.co.uk/stamp-festival/expert-guides/invited-display-great-britain-revenue-stamps-printed-by-perkins-bacon/

