THE SAD STORY OF NURSE ALBINE PECHA
A PARABLE FOR TODAY

The inscription on the picture-side of this privately-
illastrated postal-stationery cand reads: “Andemben
der Wiemerin Pesttrdgerin, die Warterin Albing
Pecha, 18987 (In memory of the Viennese plague-
victim, surse ABine Pocha, 1595),

Albine Pecha (4 May 1577 0 31 October 1598)
worked = 2 mune ot the Kaiver Frase Joseph
Hospital in Viensa where she assisted the scaentint
Hermana Nothnagel. A momber of his staff, Franz
Barisch, cootractod what was thought 10 be
pocemonia but tumed out 1o be plague. Nerse Pecha
ad a colleague, who were assigned % his trostment,
both caught the plagee and were hermetically
isolsted within the hospiml, where they both ded.
Nurse Albine Pocha was the last porson to die of the
plagee in Vienna.

The 2 breuser stationery-card wan mailed from
Vieana 10 sewrby Modling three days before her
death. The story of the pretty yourg nurse suffering
8 lngermg death had festured in the newspapers for
several days, and had capowred the publi
imagmation. The postcaed had been published in
sympathy for her plight.  (Saam of rewerse bedow).
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