
Alfons Mucha and Auguste Rodin 
 

Alfons Mucha (1860-1939) rose to fame in Paris in the last decade of the nineteenth century 

as one of the greatest exponents of the art nouveau style.  In Paris, the art-form was often known 

as “le style Mucha”.  Later, when his native Czechoslovakia gained its independence from 

Austria-Hungary in October 1918, Mucha designed the new country’s first postage stamps. 
 

Mucha was born on 24 July 1860 in Ivančice, a small town in Moravia (then an Austrian province 

and now part of the Czech Republic).  Having moved to Paris in 1887, he had an instant and meteoric 

rise to fame when, just after Christmas in 1894, he designed a popular and radically new style 

of theatre poster for the great French actress Sarah Bernhardt (1844-1923).  Mucha’s studio 

in Paris became a fashionable meeting place for artists, writers and composers, including 

Paul Gaugin (1848-1903) and the sculptor Auguste Rodin (1840-1917). 
 

This cover contained a letter (copied 

below, reduced by 25%) sent by 

Auguste Rodin to his friend Alfons Mucha 

in 1910.  The cover has a French 25c 

Sower stamp cancelled by the “PARIS / 

Bd (Boulevard) SAINT GERMAIN” 

machine cancel dated 4 June 1910. 

It was addressed, in Rodin’s hand, to 

“Monsieur Alphonse Mucha, Chateau 

Zbiroh, Bohème, Autriche” (in 1910, 

Bohemia was still a province of Austria).  

The dual-language (Czech/German) 

“ZBIROH / ZBIROW” datestamp dated 

6 June was struck as a redirection mark 

after the cover was redirected (faintly in 

pencil) to “Thunovská 25, Prague”. 

 

 

From 1904 to 1910, Mucha spent most of his time in 

the USA.  He returned to his Czech homeland in 1910 

where he rented a large apartment at Zbiroh Castle, about 

40 kilometres south-west of Prague.  Here, he worked on 

what had become his burning ambition, the 20 massive 

canvasses of the Slav Epic (Slovanská epopej) – his 

magnum opus – which was not completed until 1928. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The “Mademoiselle Shonnard” mentioned in Rodin’s letter 

was Eugenie Shonnard (1886-1978), an American 

sculptor and painter who began her studies in New York, 

with Alfons Mucha as her tutor. 

3rd June 1910 

My Dear Mucha, 

Thank you very much for your kind letter, which was so 

loving. 

As far as Miss Shonnard is concerned, you will understand 

that it will be difficult for me to take her on as a pupil.  It is, 

unfortunately, not possible.  But she will come to see me 

from time to time to show me what she has been doing. 

Send my respectful regards to Madame Mucha and believe 

me, your loyal friend. 

Aug Rodin 
 


