THE ‘OTHER SIDE’ OF BRITISH STAMPS

INTRODUCTION: Occasionally, Brthh stamps can be found with printing spplied to the back
as well as the front. Thes exhibil examines these markings and explaire the reasors bebind them,
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SECURITY: From 1867, bdoptbp‘nt‘dﬁmphmmmmwhmw“dm
the backs of British stamps. Your frms used the official service, having their namses printed on the backs of
thede stamps by the stamp printers, under the gum. Others stmpdy printed their own controls over the gum
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ADVERTISING: In 1888 two different Peany” Soup advertscments appeased on e
backs of Vud and 1d stamgs.  The adverts were not sanctioned by the GPO. Otficial

trials were combucted in 1922 however; Id ‘specimen’ stamps had slogams, promoting
post office services, prinded on the back i red. The trial dikd nt procead any further,
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COLOUR TRIALS: In 1912 colowr trials weee conducted o
sscertain the best shade of red for the I defimitive, Fighe
ks were tested, from three dilferent sapplien, one of
which was Mander Brothess. The stamgs were marked on
the hack with an dlentification better ranging from “A” o 'H'.
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POSTAL MECHANISATION:
Graphite lines were prinied on
the tacks of “Wikding' definmives,
for wse with experimental letter
facing snd  sorting - ssachinery | :
installed at Southampeon in 1957 o-u..-u-un-

ACCOUNTING: Some booklet stamps soed Detween 1982 and 1986 can be found with blee embless
printed on the back, over the gum. The booklets were sold to the public st less than face valoe: the devices
on the back idertified the
discounted stamps lor
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